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When Mainely Rat Rescue (MRR) was contacted in late May 
about a veteran in Holbrook, NY, needing assistance in 
rehoming his 125-150 pet rats, everyone was eager to 
help. While making arrangements to take in these rats, 
complaints were lodged to the city and an eviction was 
imminent, pushing the situation into emergency status. MRR 
had until the ninth of June to get the animals out of the 
warehouse before the building would be fumigated, killing 
all rats that remained. Always willing to lend a hand, 
volunteer Heron Smith went to the site to investigate. What 
he discovered was shocking. Smith’s initial report was that 
there were males and females living together in a colony, free 
ranging throughout the warehouse.  “Many are adoptable 
(young, cute, shy) but it's hectic; it is definitely a hoarding 
situation... My guess is at least 200,” he wrote in an email to 
MRR Foster Manager, Leticia Quiles. 

The call had come to request aid for a gentleman who 
originally thought that he had three female rats, but in 
actuality, had two females and a male. He had been keeping 
them in the office of a commercial space where he worked 
and spent most of his time. The bars of the cage that 
he’d initially housed them in were spaced too far apart, 
allowing the young rats to slip out and begin breeding. In less 
than a year, things had become totally unmanageable. What 
had started out as good intentions with rescued rats, had 
become a daunting reality. He tried very hard to provide 
bedding, food, love, and clean surroundings to the best of his 
abilities, but on top of family and financial issues, he 
struggled to care for all of the rats. 

No one, including seasoned rescue volunteers Barry Levin 
and Deb Gilbert,  was prepared for what they discovered next. 
“The sheer magnitude, the numbers that came out of this, it 
was overwhelming. The smell was something immense. I 
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know [the owner] had spent so much time cleaning, but there 
was a deep, deep smell of ammonia all around,” Levin said in a 
phone interview. “It quickly became clear that there were far 
more than 200; the real question was ‘How many?’”

“They just seemed to be popping up out of nowhere... we found 
out, about a week into it, they had gotten into the drywall. I 
spent the last couple of days ripping out drywall,” Levin 
elaborated.

Gilbert, when asked how things went, also described the 
situation as overwhelming. “We really couldn’t tell how many 
there were. We had such a short period of time to save them all, 
so we had to just start scooping and sorting them: boys, girls, 
moms and babies.” Every time MRR thought that they had 
gotten a solid count, there were more. Gilbert commented, 
“One of the girls [MRR rescue workers] yells out, ‘Deb, Deb, 
come quick!’ I said, ‘What’s the matter?!’ She says, ‘This one’s 
bleeding to death!’ I said, ‘She’s not bleeding to death; she’s 
giving birth!’ Having babies right in front of me!” Gilbert later 
reflected that it was similar to her experience with the Westside 
Highway Rescue.  

Thanks to a weeklong rescue effort involving seven 
organizations (*MRR, **Helping All Living Things Animal 
Rescue, Sean Casey Animal Rescue,  The Mayor’s Alliance for 
NYC’s Animals, Flower City Rescue, Ruff and Scratchy, Inc, 
and the Animal Welfare Society), every single rat was rescued 
before the eviction date.  The final estimate was over 1,000 rats 
saved throughout the course of the week. However, the rescue 
efforts still were not over. Many of the females were pregnant, 
so hundreds more rats were born over the subsequent weeks. 
After all of the animals were transported to foster homes, 
maternity watch ended, and the dust settled, MRR's grand tally 
of Holbrook rats exceeds 600: moms, dads, teens, and babies. 
And that only includes the rats rescued by MRR. The most 
amazing part, is that these rats are friendly and sweet. They had 
limited socialization, were separated from their friends, got 
transported hundreds of miles, and within days they were 
showering their foster homes with love. Unfortunately, this 
rescue story is not over yet,  since hundreds of these rats still 
need loving homes.

Established in 2007, Mainely Rat Rescue (MRR) is an all-
volunteer 501c3 non-profit small animal rescue network 
operating in New York and New England. They aim to 
rehabilitate and find homes for surrendered or abandoned 
domestic rats, as well as to educate the general public about 
these clean, friendly, and often misunderstood animals. Other 
"pocket pets" such as guinea pigs, hamsters, and mice are also 
occasionally accepted into the MRR program. Because there is 
no physical shelter, MRR relies on its dedicated team of 
volunteers and foster homes. 

As you can imagine, caring for these rats is a monumental 
effort. Some have needed serious veterinary aid, while many 
others required minor medical attention. In addition, there is the 
cost of long term care, food, housing,  neuters, and spays. To 
help, consider adopting, fostering, or donating.

To adopt or foster, please contact us using our online 
form Adoptions, Fostering, General Inquiries:
 http://bit.ly/2c6vVtW.
  
*To donate, visit us on our website mainelyratrescue.org  
or our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
MainelyRatRescue  and click on the Donate button. 
Donations can also be sent through PayPal using: 
paypal@mainelyratrescue.org 

By Dan Wedeking

**HALT: www.haltrescue.com 
Sean Casey: www.nyanimalrescue.org   
Mayor’s Alliance: www.animalalliancenyc.org
Flower City Rescue: www.facebook.com/
flowercitycrittersrescue   
Ruff & Scratchy: www.facebook.com/RuffAndScratchy 
Animal Welfare Society: www.animalwelfaresociety.org 
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The Travelin’ Rat’s Monthly Status:

August’s Rescue was: Star's Rat Rescue in Winner, SD. Their mission is to rescue 
rats in need and find them the best possible loving homes. They also provide a 
wonderful, caring, loving home for all of their rattie rescues, until they are 
adopted. Because they are a small rescue, they have the time needed to 
socialize each rat they have. You can find them at: www.starsratrescue.com, or 
on Facebook: www.facebook.com/Starsratrescue. You can also see their 
adoptable rats on Petfinder: http://awos.petfinder.com/shelters/SD37.html 

Amount Raised: $773.08

September’s Rescue is: Mainely Rat Rescue, a 501(c)3 organization. MRR was founded in 2007 by four 
women who had worked and volunteered in shelters for many years. MRR’s mission is to rehabilitate and find 
homes for surrendered or abandoned domestic rats, as well as spread awareness, education, and support for 
all of  the animals in their care. In addition, they strive to educate the public about what wonderful animals 
pet rats are, and hope to one day have the resources available to re-home other small animals in need. They 
have foster homes located within New  England (ME, MA, NH, CT, VT, RI), New  York (NYC and upstate), and 
New  Jersey. You can find them at: mainelyratrescue.org and Facebook: www.facebook.com/
MainelyRatRescue. You can see adoptable pets on Petfinder: http://bit.ly/2bXc3gY or on their website, 
grouped by what state they are being fostered in: http://bit.ly/2bMR9Mk. MRR also has a blog: http://bit.ly/
2bMR9Mk, Twitter: @mainelyratrescueand, Instagram: @mainelyratrescue. 

You can also help Mainely Rat Rescue by shopping for yourself and your rats! Check out  the MRR stores for lab 
blocks, hammocks, and other goodies for rats and humans! A great way to help the rescued rats: http://bit.ly/
2bYUaf7

Ways to help Mainley Rat Rescue during the month of September:
•September Adoption Event in Westbrook, ME: Saturday, September 17, 2016: 
http://bit.ly/2bG56jJ 
• Show  your support of both Mainely Rat Rescue and The Travelin' Rat! 
Available through the end of September. Thanks to Drusilla Kehl for arranging 
the logos for these shirts! 
 https://teespring.com/TTR_MainelyRatRescue
•Marty's Minions is generously donating to Mainely Rat Rescue during the 
2nd half of 2016! If you shop on Amazon, there are links for the US, Canada, 
and the UK that will kick back a donation to Marty, who will donate to Mainely Rat 
Rescue. Remember that this is at NO ADDITIONAL COST TO YOU! Just use one of 
the links on Marty's page, shop on Amazon like you normally would, and MRR 
gets money. Simple as that! 
www.martymousehouse.com/martys-minions
•Mainely Rat Rescue Sale- Stealth Wheels: 100% of sales goes to MRR! Stealth 
Wheels are sold cheaper than most stores, so it's a great deal for everyone! 
http://bit.ly/2bG8ne0 
•And if you really do want to help the rescue but don't want to buy anything, 
donations are always greatly appreciated! Mainely Rat Rescue is a registered 501(c)(3) rescue, so donations 
made to them are tax-deductible in accordance with the law. Thank you! http://bit.ly/2bG8R3N 

New Ways to Help TTR Directly:
•Sign up at Chewy.com and help The Travelin’ Rat earn $20 with your first order of pet supplies!  
www.chewy.com/rp/3993

•Do you live near a Boscov's or Barnes & Nobles? Check out TTR's “Ways to Help Us Help Rescues” page for some 
new ways to help them help rescues! http://bit.ly/2bu4OLF 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Travelin' Rat's mission is to help animal rescues, especially those that take in rats, wherever we can, in whatever way we can. They generally do 
this through fundraising efforts, but also help rescues by sitting with them at events, helping with transports, and spreading the word when rescues 
need help. They started the Rescue of the Month program in February 2011. TTR is always open to new ideas for raising money for the animals. To 
learn more about them (including easy ways to help them help rescues!), go to their Facebook page: http://on.fb.me/q20mju or check out their 
website: www.thetravelinrat.org

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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